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RELEASE OF CHARITY CD INVOLVING 

YOUNG MUSICIANS FROM BIRMINGHAM CONSERVATOIRE

Birmingham Conservatoire has donated recordings of Dvořák and Strauss Serenades to a charitable project dedicated to supporting children suffering from Cystic Fibrosis. The two works, recorded especially by the Conservatoire’s accomplished Wind Ensemble, directed by Michael Harris, will be released on a CD and used to raise funds for research into the disease. This is the second project Birmingham Conservatoire Wind Ensemble has undertaken in support of the charity.

The CD, release date 10 December and available for Christmas, is the latest project in an innovative series called Music for Harry. Music for Harry started in 1998 and has since raised nearly £60, 000 for the specialist medical team at the Royal Brompton Hospital in London. 

Through the involvement of a group of corporate sponsors, led by Dexia Private Banking (London), the CD is being manufactured in an edition of 4,250 copies, bringing these young musicians' work to a wide audience. Also as a result of this sponsorship, the proceeds of all sales will go directly to the charity. 

An ideal Christmas gift, the CD comes in completely original packaging, the concept and design of which has been donated by abstract artist Rebecca Salter, who has work in the collections of the Tate Gallery, San Francisco MOMA and numerous other prestigious collections worldwide.
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Celebrated actress Jenny Agutter (Railway Children, Spooks), has supported Music for Harry since its inception in 1998. She writes:  

"I support Music for Harry first and foremost because I believe so strongly in the cause. Children with Cystic Fibrosis have already been made healthier by the work that Music for Harry helped to get off the ground. 

“Over the past five years, the Music for Harry projects have been wonderfully exciting and imaginative. Breathing is the common link: Music for Harry brings the artistry of wind players and singers to the help of Cystic Fibrosis sufferers.
“I met the wonderful students from Birmingham at the 2001 Harry concert, and I know everyone will love the 2003 CD and Rebecca Salter's stunningly original cover, and above all I hope everyone will give generously to help Andy Bush and his team help the children."

ENDS

For further information about Music for Harry, please contact Sebastian Scotney (project coordinator), Tel: 07768 288 988

For further information about Birmingham Conservatoire’s involvement in the project, please contact Sarah Johnson (sarah.johnson@uce.ac.uk / Tel: 0121 331 6738) or Joy Krishna (joy.krishna@uce.ac.uk / Tel: 0121 331 7984)

Notes to Editors 

1. Music for Harry Projects

Harry is a ten year old boy from Dulwich who suffers from Cystic Fibrosis and who is being treated by the paediatric unit at the Royal Brompton Hospital. Through the charity “Royal Brompton and Harefield Charitable Fund No. 1057”, Registered Charity Number 1053584, the Music for Harry projects raise money to provide direct funding for research in this unit. Since 1998, almost £60,000 has been raised through these projects. 

The research which we have helped to fund has been very successful. It is the first study anywhere in the world to show the beneficial effects of macrolide antibiotics in treating children suffering from CF who had not responded to other forms of treatment, work which is being developed further. (The Lancet, October 2002) 

2. How to donate or buy the CD

Donations can be made either online at www.musicforharry.org.uk or by mail to Music for Harry, 2 Vale Croft, Claygate, Surrey KT10 0NX. The CD is also available from Birmingham specialist classical CD retailer www.crotchet.co.uk (keyword: Music for Harry) / Tel: 0121 459 5566 (online or by mail order).

3. The release of this CD coincides with the announcement that Rosa Campos Fernandez, who plays first clarinet on the recording and who graduated from the Conservatoire in 2003, has recently been appointed 2nd Clarinet of the Hallé Orchestra.

4. Birmingham Conservatoire is a faculty of the University of Central England.
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